GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR OUR LIFE 

(We must not compare ourselves with others)
(Firstly) What does God think about you?

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvellous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well.” (Psalm 139:13-14)
(As Christians “we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”) (Ephesians 2:10)
“My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, And skilfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. (Earth is a metaphor for “the womb”)   Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.  And in Your book they were all written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them.”

“How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!  How great is the sum of them!  If I should count them, they would be more in number that the sand; When I am awake, I am still with You.”  (Psalm 139:15-18)

WE ALL HAVE A “HOPE” BECAUSE OF JESUS

Jesus said, “…I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)

Jesus also said, “…If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:31-32)

Jesus also said, “that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”  (John 3:15)

JESUS HOWEVER ALSO WARNED THAT THE DEVIL IS OUT TO DESTROY THE LIVES OF PEOPLE (Who are made in the image of God)

THE APOSTLE PETER WROTE:

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)

WE MUST “RESIST THE DEVIL, STEADFAST IN THE FAITH”

Sin, death, fear and shame entered the human race when Adam and Eve succumbed to the lies of the devil and ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

The dominion that man had over this world was then handed over to the devil.  This dominion is now back in the hands of all those who give their lives to Jesus Christ.  All believers are called to reign here on earth.  (Revelation 5:10)  

OUR LIFE TODAY IS A PRODUCT OF

i) Our past experiences

ii) Our past associations (Including family)

iii) Our knowledge (OR lack of knowledge of God)
iv) The choices we have made in life

BUT KNOW THAT OUR PAST DOES NOT DETERMINE OUR FUTURE. GOD HAS THE BEST PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
GOD WANTS US TO HAVE A FULFILLED LIFE 
HOW THEN DO WE WALK IN VICTORY? 

1) ABUNDANT LIFE COMMENCES WHEN WE SURRENDER OUR LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST

· When we come to Christ He gives us a new start to life

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”  (2 Corinthians 5:17)

· God is able to redeem our lives from destruction

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies.”  (Psalm 103:2-4)

· We have access to His presence

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted our, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,” (Acts 3:19)

· We have the Holy Spirit living on the inside of us 
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30)

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but what He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control...” (Galatians 5:22-23)

“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own.” (1 Corinthians 6:19)

· We receive the gift of eternal life

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”  (Romans 8:11)

· We have a future (No matter how bad our past)
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)

· We inherit all the promises of God

“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs – heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”  (Romans 8:16-17)

· We have a friend who is closer than a brother (He lives in our heart)
2) WE MUST REFUSE TO DWELL ON THE PAST

The Apostle Paul said, “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended, but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead.”  (Philippians 3:13)

· Jesus forgives and forgets our past mistakes (sins)

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:8-9)

“As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.”  (Psalm 103:12)

· We cannot change our past (But we can learn from our past)

· God often uses our past experiences to bless and comfort others who are now going through similar challenges 
3) WE MUST NOT COMPARE OURSELVES WITH OTHERS

SOME OF THE DANGERS OR PITFALLS OF COMPARING OURSELVES WITH OTHERS ARE:
· We can become discouraged during the times when we are experiencing setbacks and challenges in our own life
· We will invariably lose our joy

· We can make some wrong choices

· We will never feel good about ourselves

· It impairs our ability to love others (Especially those doing well)
· We can become slaves to the OPINIONS of OTHERS
· WE FAIL TO SEE WHAT GIFTS AND TALENTS WE HAVE

· We can often end up living a life to impress others

·   We can often end up losing our own identity

·   We can miss God’s best plan for our life

“Now Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6)               
Your life is special.  Your life can bless many people.                                   
Just believe that your life can make a difference in this world
4) WE NEED TO FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE          (This is the key to abundant life)
Jesus said to His disciples, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)

Jesus came to redeem mankind to His Father in Heaven, to seek and to save the lost.  He came to die for our sins, to pay the penalty for our sins, so that we can have eternal life by coming to Him. (Jesus loves you incredibly)

“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)

5) KNOW THAT YOU CAN FINISH LIFE WELL
“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6)

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9)

“Commit your way to the Lord, TRUST also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:5)  The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, And He delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23)
6) KNOW THAT GOD WILL MEET ALL OF YOUR NEED
Jesus Said, 
“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.  Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?”

“Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they?”

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’” 
“For after all these things the Gentiles seek.  For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25, 26, 31-33)

The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:19)

7) KNOW THAT GOD “IS FOR YOU”
Jesus said,

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”  (John 15:13)

The Apostle Paul wrote

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  (Romans 5:6-9)
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